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one with the names of localities). In its Arabian form Masr5
the word, at the present day, has become the indigenous name
of the country and of its capita! ftrhlch we call Cairo/11 The
river Nile was called by the ancient Egyptians Hapi or Aur.
"The Greek and Roman name Neilos is certainly not trace-
able to either of the Egyptian frames of the river> nor does It
seem philologically connected with the Hebrew ones. It may
be like schichor indicative of the colour of the river, for we
find in Sanskrit n%la * blue/ probably especially * dark blue,'
also even black, as nlla panka ' black mud/ "2
From the above extracts, it would appear that the namess
Egypt and Nile, were respectively imposed upon the land and
the river by the Greeks, or by a people whose language was
of Sanskrit origin. But the names Kamii and Hapi can also
be traced to Sanskrit words. From the etymological mean-
ing of the word Kamit (black soil), it seems to us that it was
derived from the Sanskrit roots hu " black ?' (in a physical
sense as in ku-rupa) and mrt " soil, " and the word Hapi
appears to be a mere corruption of the Sanskrit word Apa
meaning water. The names Aigyptos and Neilos were pro-
bably given afterwards by the Greeks as further descriptive of
the country which was well guarded about from the outer
world, and of the river whose water looked dark-blue. Thus
both the original and the subsequent names of the land and
the river were undoubtedly given by peoples whose language
was derived from or allied to Sanskrit The Semitic names
Musr may also have been derived from the Sanskrit word
Mifra (mixed), to denote the people of mixed origin who
lived in the country.
Egyptologists are not agreed as to the ethnographical
place of the ancient Egyptians, While philologists and his-
torians assume a relation with the neighbouring Asiatic races,
separating the Egyptian by a sharp line of distinction from
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